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“Feminist quantitative methods require fidelity to the feminist principles of 
being ethical, collaborative and participatory, transformative, intersectional, 
accountable, and accessible and open.”

Leung et al 2019
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PROJECT RATIONALE

• Existing studies are brilliant, boundary pushing projects with pregnant women 
seeking care

(Dr Rishita Nandagiri, Prof Ernestina Coast, Dr Tiziana Leone, Dr Malvern Chiweshe, 
Dr Jubulile Mavuso, Dr Emily Freeman // Ipas, Guttmacher, MSI Choices)

• The continued individualisation of care-seeking undermines progress. Power 
dynamics and systems remain under-interrogated

• Reflecting on the positionality of myself and the research team
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THE PROJECT

• Multi-method project based in James 
Town, Accra: quantitative survey and 
qualitative in-depth interviews

• Aiming to explore, understand, and 
interrogate masculinities

• https://www.masculinitiesproject.org/ 
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DHS, PMA, GMHS
• Ghana Demographic Health 

Survey, Performance Monitoring for 
Action (PMA), Ghana Maternal 
Health Survey
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• Ghana Demographic Health Survey, 
Performance Monitoring for Action (PMA), 
Ghana Maternal Health Survey

DHS, PMA, GMHSj.strong3@
lse.ac.uk / @

JoeStrongD
em

og

Randall, Coast, Leone 2011



1. Project Rationale 

2. Outlining existing data 

3. Applying feminist, queer, and decolonial theories to quantitative data 

4. Design, implementation, and findings from this project

5. Reflections

j.strong3@
lse.ac.uk / @

JoeStrongD
em

og



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Feminist theory
Crenshaw 1991

Oakley 1998
Hesse-Biber 2012

Decolonising 
theory
Tamale

Spronk 2020
Nyeck 2019

Queer theory
Butler 
Nyanzi

Hines and 
Fugard 2020
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DESIGNING THE SURVEY

• Collaboratively discussing constructs and relations
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IMPLEMENTING THE 
SURVEY
• Mobile-phone technology

• Use of laptops for note taking 

• Acknowledging the researcher-
respondent relationship
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THE SURVEY

a) Relationships

b) Attitudes and relationality 

c) Attitudes and abortion 

d) Feedback loops
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RELATIONSHIPS

Multiple categories of relationships: “like husband and wife”, married, courting, 
”side chick”, baby mama, girlfriend.

Our project
DHS
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RELATIONSHIPS

Research Note: “Child's mother: starts explaining about wife and girlfriend. 
Feels there's a difference between wife and child's mother. A wife is one 
whom you have married whereas a child's mother is the one who is not living 
with you but has a child with you.”
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ATTITUDES AND 
RELATIONALITY 

R1: 1. [girlfriend] once I am 
responsible. 2. [“side chick”] she has 
to decide. 3. ”side chick”] I am happy 
once she wants to give birth

R2: Yes because I want to marry her 
[first girlfriend]. I won't be happy but I 
will accept [second girlfriend]

R3: No. It will disturb me. I'm not 
working and it will bring stress on 
myself and my parents
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ATTITUDES AND RELATIONALITY

yes no
don't 
know it depends notes

wife X if she is not ready then I will
second wife / partner X
girlfriend X if I have a wife
sister X I will first ask her husband
sister-in-law X
daughter X if she gets a good husband but if not no
other female relative X
female friend X
school girl X
sex worker X
female colleague X
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ATTITUDES AND ABORTION
Would you ever support 

[partner] have an abortion?
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ATTITUDES AND ABORTION
Would you ever support 

[partner] have an abortion?

yes/no

OPEN
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ATTITUDES AND ABORTION
Would you ever support 

[partner] have an abortion?
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R: I hate it so I won’t be happy. My house we don’t 
do abortion.

R: no - I will end the relationship as soon as she does 
that 

R: yes with my permission, no if done without my 
permission



ATTITUDES AND ABORTION
Would you ever support 

[partner] have an abortion?

Have you ever 
supported someone 
have an abortion?

Would you support 
the following?OPEN
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FEEDBACK LOOPS

• Tone, silence, notes, adapting 
questions
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REFLECTIONS

• Large surveys are really important, but assumptions and theories must be 
made explicit and central in our approach 

• Destabilising categories and using our theoretical framework took us closer 
to the messy realities of masculinities and sexualities 

• Co-production can be a important future for quantitative data collection
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The primary function of data are to represent our 
realities and complexities. We are not here to fit the 

data. 

THANK YOU! 


